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Curry rice is one of the most popular dishes in Japan. It originally came from India,
but it was the British who introduced it to Japan, during the Meiji era.

The British learned how to make curry sauces in India in the eighteenth century and
adapted them to their own needs. According to one story, when the British Navy started
serving curry rice to sailors, they found that the sauce they used needed to be less
watery. This was because when ships swayed on the waves, watery curry sauce could
easily spill and was very messy. For this reason, they used flour to thicken it.

Curry rice wasn’t popular as a home-cooked meal in Meiji Japan. It was only served at
fancy restaurants, so not many people actually knew much about it. Also, the early
Japanese recipe included unfamiliar things such as frog meat and long green onions.

It was during the Taisho era that curry rice became the dish we know today. Three
major vegetables in today’s curry sauce, potatoes, carrots and onions, began to be grown
extensively in Hokkaido, and they soon became standard ingredients. At the same time,
curry powder began to be produced within the country, so it became cheaply available to
ordinary home cooks.
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(D Yuuki : So, Airi, do you think more technology should be used in schools? Schools in
other countries use Smart Boards nowadays. Teachers can access the
Internet, and send mails or saved documents to other computers, as well as
write on it.

(D Airi : That sounds great, Yuuki. Teachers could send files to our individual screens,
and classes could be more interactive. Lessons would be fun and we’d learn a
lot more if we could do quizzes and play games related to our study on-line.

(@ Yuuki : We'd also save time. Taking notes in class is a pain, but with a Smart Board,
at a touch of a button the information we needed could be on a file in front of
our eyes! The teacher could simply send files of essential information to each
student. Students could chat about work outside of class, too. What do you
say, Sotar
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: Hmm, aren’t you forgetting something? The cost! You are suggesting that

each student have their own computer in class. And though learning on-line
may be interesting, kids would be tempted to play games or go onto social
networking sites. Airi, you already get distracted easily in class!

: True, but schools can easily block certain sites, and students could use tablets

instead of computers. They are pretty affordable these days. Schools could
lend electronic devices to students for a small fee. If the students look after
the tablet they borrow well, they could get the money they paid back when
they return them. Sota, it really could work!

: T guess so, but taking notes by hand is still essential. As you put words to

paper, the knowledge soaks into your brain. However, it would broaden our
minds if we could chat with students abroad in English about various topics.

OK, I'm convinced. Let’s bring the 21st century into school!
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